
Iowa Congressmen Seek Presidential Approval of Disaster Declaration Request

House Members Act to Spur Relief for Iowans Impacted by Severe Weather    

  July 20, 2010  

  

     

  

  Washington, D.C.- House Members of the Iowa Congressional  delegation today sent a letter
to President Barack Obama asking that he quickly  approve Gov. Chet Culver's request for a
disaster declaration for Iowa counties  that have recently suffered significant damage from a
severe weather system  that began on June 1, 2010 and continues today.  The storm system
has  produced high winds, heavy rain, hail, thunderstorms, tornadoes and flooding  which have
caused extensive damage throughout the state. Gov. Culver submitted  his official request for a
disaster declaration to President Obama on July 6.   

  

     

  

  Statements of Congressmen Braley, King, Boswell, Latham and  Loebsack follow:  

  

     

  

  &quot;In recent weeks and months, severe weather has taken a  serious toll on
communities across the state of Iowa,&quot; said Braley. &quot;It  is critical now, just
as it was following the floods of 2008, for the federal  government to respond quickly and
efficiently to give our communities the tools  they need to recover. I look forward to
working with President Obama, Governor  Culver and my colleagues here in Washington
to make sure Iowa's small towns and  families aren't hung out to dry.&quot;
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   &quot;Iowa has been hit hard by the severe weather  systems that have moved
through our state, and the people who have been  affected expect a swift and efficient
response,&quot; said King. &quot;In Cherokee  County, for example, the waters
exceeded the 1993 flood levels. There is no  doubt that the request for federal help to
these areas is appropriate and I  look forward to continuing to work with Governor
Culver, the members of Iowa's  Congressional delegation and President Obama to
ensure that this assistance is  approved quickly.&quot;   

  

     

  

  &quot;For the second time in two years, flood waters have  ravaged homes, farmland
and businesses across the state,&quot; said Congressman  Leonard Boswell. &quot;I
support Governor Culver's request for presidential  disaster declarations for several
Iowa counties that have been impacted by the  flooding. Many Iowans are still trying to
recover and rebuild from the floods  of 2008 and this summer's weather has set them
further behind. I encourage the  President to issue these declarations in order to help
Iowa's families and  small businesses get back on their feet.&quot;
 

  

     

  

  &quot;The severe weather that has recently struck throughout  Iowa requires a
coordinated and efficient response,&quot; said Congressman  Latham. &quot;Iowans are
no strangers to severe weather and I have no doubt that  the impacted communities will
come back stronger than ever. However there is a  legitimate need for federal help, and
I'll do everything I can to work with my  colleagues to make sure that need is met.&quot;
 

  

     

  

  &quot;Iowa has struggled since the Floods of 2008, and the  current flooding is hurting
our state's ongoing recovery efforts,&quot; said  Loebsack. &quot;I support this request
to help affected residents, businesses,  and farmers and look forward to continuing to
work with my colleagues to ensure  that this is handled in a timely manner. Iowans are in
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trouble and we must  assure them that help is on the way.&quot;
 

  

     

  

     

  

  The text of the letter follows:  

  

     

  

  July 20, 2010  

  

     

  

  The Honorable Barack Obama  

  

  President of the United States  

  

  The White House  

  

  Washington, D.C.  
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  Dear Mr. President,  

  

     

  

  We respectfully request that you grant the request made July  6, 2010 by Iowa Governor Chet
Culver for a declaration of a major disaster for  the State of Iowa as a result of damages from a
severe weather system that  produced high winds, heavy rain, hail, thunderstorms, flooding and
tornadoes  beginning June 1, 2010 and continuing. Governor Culver has determined that this 
incident is of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond  the capabilities of
the State and affected local governments and that  supplementary Federal assistance is
needed.   

  

     

  

  We thank you for your prompt consideration of this request.  

  

     

  

  Sincerely,  

  

     

  

  Steve King  

 4 / 5



Iowa Congressmen Seek Presidential Approval of Disaster Declaration Request

  

  Leonard Boswell  

  

  Tom Latham  

  

  Bruce Braley  

  

  Dave Loebsack  
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